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CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE 


Pandemic stretches 
health departments 


— 


Investments in Ohio 
among lowest in nation 


Scott Wartman 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The arrival of the novel coronavirus 
has brought into stark relief the re- 
sources — or lack of resources — available 
for local public health. 

The pandemic has stretched local 
health departments. So The Enquirer 
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analyzed budgets of area health depart- 
ments over the past decade. 

Some have fared better than others. 
Hamilton County increased payroll. The 
city of Cincinnati has cut its spending on 
its health department. Still others have 
kept their finances opaque and did not 
respond to questions or public records 
requests. 

Getting public health adequately 
funded is a struggle that is decades old, 
said Dr. O’dell Owens, president and 
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State’s 
reopening 
plan in 
the works 


DeWine: Adjustments 
in workplaces needed 


Jessie Balmert and Jackie Borchardt 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


COLUMBUS - When Ohioans go 
back to work, work might look much 
different. 

Businesses might require employ- 
ees to wear cloth masks or clean their 
desks regularly. Those who are sick 
would be required to stay home. More 
Ohioans might work from home. 

“This is a very, very dangerous situ- 
ation,” Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said 
during his Tuesday news conference, 
noting the state had more than 300 
deaths related to COVID-19, the respi- 
ratory disease caused by the novel cor- 
onavirus. “The real question (for busi- 
nesses) is: what are you going to do dif- 
ferent?” 

As of Tuesday afternoon, 324 of 
Ohio’s 7,280 COVID-19 patients had 
died, according to Ohio Department of 
Health data. Those figures include 
“probable cases” — patients who have 
not been tested but have symptoms 
that have no other explanation. 

DeWine says he knows Ohioans are 
frustrated with restrictions on busi- 
nesses and “stay-at-home” orders, but 
reopening the economy is “frankly, 
much more difficult” than shutting in- 
dustries down. 

DeWine promised a plan this week 
that is deliberate and thoughtful. Law- 
makers in the Ohio House of 
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Court filing backs man in OTR gathering video 


Sharon Coolidge 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


By now, anyone in Cincinnati who 
pays attention to social media has heard 
of Rashaan Davis, the man who record- 
ed people partying in Over-the-Rhine in 
defiance of Ohio’s stay-at-home order. 

“We don’t give a f*** about this coro- 
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navirus,” Davis says on his -minute 
Facebook Live video, which quickly 
went viral. 

Davis, 26, is in jail now ona $350,000 
bond, accused of inciting others to defy 
the state’s order. But two civil rights at- 
torneys are going to court to challenge 
that claim. A court brief filed Tuesday 
on behalf of five local professors who 
teach civil rights and two national civil 


rights groups says Davis 
did what millions of peo- 
ple do every day on social 
media: Shot video of 
something going on in 
their communities and 
posted it online. 

They say there’s no ev- 
idence he organized the street party or 
incited others to do anything. Instead, 


Davis 


YOUR HEALTH with Dr. Owens 


they say, he took out his smartphone 
and started recording, doing nothing 
but exercise his First Amendment right 
to chronicle and comment on the world 
around him. 

They also argue that law enforce- 
ment officials, including Hamilton 
County Prosecutor Joe Deters, are com- 


See VIDEO, Page 4A 


Stay home, stay healthy: Protect your 


family from giving, getting coronavint 


www. interactforhealth.org 


@ usa TODAY 


Governors begin cooperating on plans 
to carefully reopen economies. 1B 


Man arraigned on murder counts 


City’s third double homicide this month 
happened during a drug deal. Local, 3A 


Weather 


High 49° I Low 27° 
Showers/flurries. 
Forecast, 2A 
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